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An Extratf of a Letter yvritten by Monfleur Hevelius to the rnb!/Jher i 
from Dantzick f) u y 50670. Containing chiefly a late Obfervation 
ofthe Variation of the Magnetick Needier together with an Ac¬ 
count offorne other Curioflties in thofe F.ir//. , Engl'fhed i <fcf follows 

W Ould to God, that thofe Excellent Books that are pub- 
lifti’t in Englijh , were, for the benefit of the whole 
Learned World, made Latin s All Learned men would 
be exceedingly obliged to you for it. 1 am perfwaded, Sir, you 
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will do your part in taking care, that fo ufeful and fo necefiary a 
work may not be left undone. 

Lately, on the 22 th. offline (ft. n.) about the time of the Sol- 
ftice, I was fearching after the prefent Declination of the Magnet, 
which 28 years ago (vid.A. 1642.) I had likewife obferved here 
with great care as about the lame time at Konigsbcrg Monlicur 
Linnemannus ^the then Profeftbr of the Mathematics fhere,had 
obferved alfo. We both found the Magnetick Need Se at that time 
to decline from the North 5 d 5' . Weft- ward. But now it is far o- 
therwife , for it declines at prefent, as I have very carefully ob¬ 
ferved, 7 d. 2 o\ to the fame Quarter, fo that in the [pace of 
twenty eight years, that declination is increafed 4 d. 1 y / . In the 
year 1628, if I remember aright, I found it near t degree West¬ 
ward: Which declination was affirmed by the Learned Petrus 
Crtigerus (once my worthy Preceptor) to have been, about the 
beginning of this Age, or the end of the next foregoing, 8 d\ 30b 
Eajl wardj the lame Crugerus alfo making ufe of that Oriental 
Declination in delcribing all his Dyals, as may be leen in the 
Traft he hath written of the fame, though it be not certainly 
known, by whom, and in what year that Observation was 
made, 

Further. It appears by our more recent Observations, that this 
Declination of the Load florae doth here , at Dan\zic\, almoft 
every feventh year, or,to fptak more precisely,every fix year and 
feven months, increafe to one whole degree , and fo each year, 
toef. 6 ' / . Which is fufficiently confirmed by the Obfervarions 
made at Lime-houfe near London, by thofe three famous Emglilh 
men, Burr ore Gunter, and Gellibrand.s Of whem-the JirJi found 
the Declination A. 1580. to'be \id. 16^ the fecond } 5 d. 3 6\. 
30". A. 1622^ the l!drd, 4 d. 2,'. 3 o' / , A* i6v4. 

Laftly , It being now certain, that the Needles Declination 
varieth in one and the lame place v the accurate Obfervationsof 
the fublequent years will Ihew , How far this Deflexion will pro¬ 
ceed, and where, and in what diftance from the true Meridian, 
the very bounds of this Declination really arev elpecially,Whe¬ 
ther this Libration and Variation will be the fame, and regular at 
all times and in all places^ or whether, and how long, it will re¬ 
main Stationary* All which particulars that they may be accu¬ 
rately difcoveied, is a thing very much defired. Poffibly conli- 
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derable peculations and researches may arifc from fuch Obfer- 
vadons. As for me, I am almoft of the opinion, that this Mag- 
netical Diversity comes from the Motion of the Earth. Doubt- 
Jels, as there is a certain Libration in the Moon, fo 'tis not abfurd 
to me, to hold a kind of Libration in the Earth, from the Annual 
and Diurnal motion of the fame. For that the caule of this De¬ 
clination and Variation of the Load-(tone is inherent in the 
Stone it (elf, or to be alcribed to iEthereal Corpufcles, is not ima¬ 
ginable by me 3 nor can I yet devife any caufe of thofe Appear¬ 
ances, except we impute them to the Globe of the Earth>and the 
Variation of the Meridian. But this fubtile Queftion I leave to 
deeper Wits to difcufle. What you in England have lately per¬ 
formed in this matter, I (hould be very glad to be informed of. 

I lhall conclude with acquainting you, that I lately received 
from one, thatlivethon the fide of the Baltick^Szz, a piece of 
Amber , which is (o foft, that I printed my Seal on it. It is yellow- 
ifh, as moft Amber is 5 tranlparent, and burning as other Amber 3 
but its fcent ftronger, as if it were a kind of glutinous Bitumen 3 
and yet it hath been caft up from the Sea this year, and was found 
among other pieces. His Brother, a very credible perfon, rela¬ 
ted at the fame time, that he had been mafter of a fmall piece of 
Amber, foft on one fide, and very hard on the other, wherein lay 
buried a Fly. 


A Letter of Mr. Jofeph Childrey to the Right Reverend Seth 
Lord Bijhop of Sarum, containing fome Animaverflons upon the 
Reverend Dr. John Wallis’/ Hypothecs about the Flux and Re" 
flux of the Sea s publijh’t N*. 1 6 . of thefe Tracts* 

M Y Lord, The laft Summer I acquainted your Lord(hip,that 
_ I had in my mind animadverted (omethings upon Dr. 
Wallis's Hypothefis concerning the Flux and Reflux of the Sea 3 
which I have at length gotten time to put in writing, and here 
prefent them inclofed to your Lordfhip, If upon perufal of them, 
you (hall think them worth tranfmitting to Dr. Wallis > or com¬ 
municating them to the R. Society , I only defire your Lordftiips 
and Their favourable cenfure of my judgment and realbns. 
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